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Pursuant to Article 43 of the Higher Education Act (ZViS-1) (Official Gazette of the Republic of
Slovenia, No. 56/25) and paragraph two of Article 48 of the Statute of the School of Advanced
Social Studies in Nova Gorica of 12 November 2025, the Senate of SASS adopted at its 5th
regular session on 23 December 2025 the following

RULES ON DOCTORAL STUDIES

AT THE SCHOOL OF ADVANCED SOCIAL STUDIES IN NOVA GORICA
(Unofficial consolidated text-1)’

Article 1

(1) The School of Advanced Social Studies in Nova Gorica (hereinafter: SASS) organises
education leading to the award of the Doctor of Science degree in accordance with the
applicable regulations in those fields and scientific disciplines in which it performs research
activities pursuant to its Statute.

Article 2

(1) Education leading to the award of the Doctor of Science degree is organised within the
Institute for Doctoral Studies and is carried out in the form of lectures, seminar work, and
mentoring.

(2) Academic colloquia are organised sets of lectures and/or seminars that include teaching
hours within the course Dissertation Seminar. They may be delivered in combination with
teaching hours within other courses and with informal meetings.

(3) The duties of a doctoral student or candidate are as follows:
- tofulfil study obligations in accordance with the doctoral study programme
- to carry out planned tasks in accordance with the instructions of the mentor and any
co-mentor for the purpose of preparing and completing the doctoral dissertation
- tocomplete planned tasks within the prescribed deadlines
- toreportregularly to the mentorand any co-mentor on the progress of the research work
and on any potential difficulties or doubts

! Unofficial consolidated text includes: the Rules on Doctoral Studies dated 23 December 2025 and the Amendments to
the Rules on Doctoral Studies dated 24 March 2026
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- to comply with academic standards, regulations, and agreements related to research
work, as well as with ethical research standards
- toacquire additional knowledge related to the field of the doctoral dissertation

Article 3

(1) These Rules define in more detail:
- the conditions for the award of the Doctor of Science degree
- the procedure for submitting an application for the doctoral dissertation topic
- the procedure for submitting the doctoral dissertation proposal
- the procedure for the approval of the doctoral dissertation
- the procedure for the submission, evaluation, and defence of the doctoral dissertation
- the procedure for the revocation of the Doctor of Science degree

(2) The term doctoral dissertation refers to a final work that may be prepared either in the
traditional form of a monographic scientific work or in the form of three original scientific
articles related to the dissertation topic, which are thematically connected into a coherent
whole.

(3) Until the confirmation of the doctoral dissertation proposal by the Faculty Senate, these
Rules use the term doctoral student or student; after the confirmation of the doctoral
dissertation proposal, the term doctoral candidate is used. Following the successful defence
of the doctoral dissertation, the terms doctoral graduate or Doctor of Science are used.

(4) In the text of these Rules, the masculine grammatical form is used in the original Slovenian
document and is intended to refer to all genders.
I. CONDITIONS FOR THE AWARD OF THE DOCTOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE
Article 4
(1) The following persons may enrol in the first year of the doctoral study programme:
- aperson who has completed a second-cycle study programme (Bologna system) and

has obtained a total of at least 300 ECTS credits at the first and second cycle or within
an integrated master’s programme (Bolognha system)
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- aperson who has completed a second-cycle study programme (Bologna system) and
previously completed a former professional higher education programme (pre-Bologna
system), having completed a total of at least five years of study

- aperson who has completed a former (old, i.e. pre-Bologna) undergraduate university
study programme leading to a university degree, adopted before 11 June 2004

- a person who has completed a study programme leading to a specialisation and
previously completed a professional higher education programme. In accordance with
paragraph four of Article 188 of the Higher Education Act (ZViS-1) (Official Gazette of the
Republic of Slovenia, No. 56/25), such a person must complete additional study
obligations amounting to a total of 30 to 60 ECTS credits. These obligations shall be
determined by the competent faculty body

(2) In accordance with the criteria for transitions, a candidate may enrol in the second year of
the doctoral study programme if they have completed:
- astudy programme leading to the degree of Master of Science, adopted before 11 June
2004, in which case 60 ECTS credits shall be recognised upon enrolment
- a university study programme adopted before 11 June 2004 and a study programme
leading to a specialisation, in which case 60 ECTS credits shall be recognised upon
enrolment; however, the candidate must submit the doctoral dissertation proposal by
the end of the first semester of the second year.

(3) In accordance with the criteria for transitions, a candidate may enrol in the second year of
the doctoral study programme if they have submitted a dissertation proposal in the first or
second study programme and have obtained at least 45 ECTS credits from the first study
programme, with at least half of these credits relating to acquired competences and learning
outcomes comparable to the competences or learning outcomes of the compulsory courses
of the second study programme.

(4) In accordance with the criteria for transitions, a candidate may enrol in the third year of the
doctoral study programme if they have an approved dissertation proposal and have obtained
at least 105 ECTS credits from the first study programme, with at least half of these credits
relating to acquired competences and learning outcomes comparable to the competences or
learning outcomes of the compulsory courses of the second study programme.

(5) The conditions set out in this Article shall also apply to a candidate who has commenced a
doctoral study programme abroad. In such cases, SASS shall first conduct a recognition of
education procedure for the purpose of continuing education.
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(6) If a candidate obtains the title of Master of Science abroad, SASS shall first conduct a
recognition of education procedure for the purpose of continuing education.

(7) The Faculty may limit enrolment if the number of applications significantly exceeds the
number of available places. In the event of limited enrolment, candidates shall be selected
based on the average grade of their master’s studies excluding the grade of the master’s thesis
(or the average grade of the final two years of study in the case of an integrated master’s
programme) and the grade of the master’s thesis. The criteria shall be weighted as follows:
average study grade (60%) and the grade of the undergraduate or master’s thesis (40%). If the
master’s programme did not include a master’s thesis or if the thesis was not graded, the
average grade of the master’s studies shall be used as the sole criterion. In the case of
graduates of pre-Bologna university programmes, candidates shall be selected based on the
average grade of the final two years of study and the grade of the undergraduate thesis.

Article 5

(1) In accordance with Article 56 of the Higher Education Act (ZViS-1) and the Criteria for
Transitions between Study Programmes at SASS, transition to a third-cycle study programme
from study programmes of the same level is possible. Applications for transition shall be
considered on an individual basis in accordance with the Faculty’s rules. Study obligations
already completed by the candidate shall be compared with the required obligations at the
Faculty in terms of both content and ECTS credit volume and may be recognised as completed
obligations in the new programme. Any missing content shall be addressed through additional
obligations prescribed to the candidate. Decisions in this regard shall be taken by the
competent Faculty body.

(2) In accordance with paragraph four of Article 188 of the Higher Education Act (ZViS-1)
(Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia, No. 56/25), graduates of former (old, i.e. pre-
Bologna) study programmes leading to the degree of Master of Science or to a specialisation,
completed after a university undergraduate programme, shall have study obligations
amounting to 60 ECTS credits recognised within the third-cycle doctoral study programme. On
this basis, they shall enrol directly in the second year; however, they must submit the doctoral
dissertation proposal by the end of the first semester of that year. If the dissertation proposal
is not submitted by the end of the first semester, progression to the next year of study shall not
be permitted. In justified cases, the student may, prior to the expiry of the prescribed deadline,
submit a request for an extension of the deadline for the submission of the dissertation
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proposal via the online student system under the tab Applications and Requests — Submit a
request. The request shall be decided by the Scientific Research Commission (hereinafter:
KZRD), which may extend the deadline for submission of the dissertation proposal for a
maximum period of six (6) months.

(3) In accordance with paragraph four of Article 188 of the Higher Education Act (ZViS-1)
(Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia, No. 56/25), graduates of former study
programmes leading to a specialisation who previously completed a professional higher
education programme must complete additional study obligations amounting to a total of 30
ECTS credits. These obligations shall be determined by the competent Faculty body.

(4) In cases where ECTS credits were not defined in the previous study programme, the
recognition of study obligations may be assessed on the basis of the scope and content of the
previous study programme and the competences and learning outcomes achieved within that
programme.

Article 6

(1) In order to progress from the first to the second year, a student must obtain at least 30 ECTS
credits from the first year and, via the Faculty’s information system or the online learning
environment designated by the Faculty, submit an application for the dissertation topic using
form OBR-10, which must be approved by the Scientific Research Commission (KZRD), and
submit the doctoral dissertation proposal using form OBR-11, which must be approved by the
mentor and any co-mentor.

(2) The conditions for progression from the second to the third year are the completion of first-
year obligations amounting to 60 ECTS credits, the completion of individual work in the second
year amounting to 60 ECTS credits, which shall be assessed on the basis of the mentor’s
opinion using form OBR-09-Assessment of the Individual Work of the Doctoral Candidate, and
an approved dissertation proposal confirmed by the Senate of SASS.

(3) Notwithstanding the preceding paragraph, a student may progress from the second to the
third year if the dissertation proposal has not been confirmed by the Senate of SASS by the
deadline for enrolment in the higher year due to reasons attributable to the Faculty.

(4) The obligations of the third year, in addition to the completed course Dissertation Seminar,
include Preparation of the Doctoral Dissertation amounting to 15 ECTS credits and Finalization
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and Defence of Doctoral Dissertation amounting to 30 ECTS credits. The grade “pass” for
Preparation of the Doctoral Dissertation shall be entered into the student record by the Student
Affairs Office once the mentor signs or approves form OBR-17-Doctoral Dissertation
Preparation viathe Faculty’s information system or the online learning environment designated
by the Faculty. The grade “pass” for the course Finalization and Defence of Doctoral
Dissertation shall be entered into the student record once the doctoral candidate has
successfully defended the doctoral dissertation.

(5) Upon a proposal by the Student and Academic Affairs Commission, the Faculty Senate may
approve progression to a higher year even if the student or doctoral candidate has not met the
required conditions in the event of the following circumstances: maternity, prolonged illness,
exceptional family or social circumstances, or participation in top-level cultural, sporting, or
professional events. In such cases, the student or doctoral candidate must submit appropriate
supporting documentation.

(6) Astudenti.e. doctoral candidate who does not meet the conditions forenrolmentin a higher
year may, during study, repeat a year once or change the study programme or field of study due
to the non-fulfilment of obligations in the previous field of study or study programme.

Article 7

(1) The conditions for completion of studies are:
- the successful completion of all study obligations prescribed by the study programme
- the preparation and successful defence of the doctoral dissertation.

(2) A doctoral candidate completes the study programme upon obtaining all 180 ECTS credits
prescribed by the study programme.

Article 8

(1) A doctoral candidate who has completed all study obligations of the first and second year
may prepare the doctoral dissertation through the publication of at least three original
scientific articles related to the dissertation topic (published or accepted for publication after
enrolment in the doctoral study programme).

(2) The doctoral dissertation must include at least three original scientific articles. The articles
must be published or accepted for publication in scientific journals or publications indexed in
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the databases SCIE, SSCI, AHCI, ERIH PLUS, orin Scopus with SNIP > 0. The doctoral candidate
must be the sole or first author. At least two of the required articles must be published or
accepted for publication in a scientific journal indexed in the databases SCIE, SSCI, AHCI, or
in Scopus with SNIP > 0. At least one of these two articles must already be published at the
time of submission of the doctoral dissertation, while the other may be accepted for
publication. The original scientific articles must be thematically connected and must be the
result of work carried out on the approved doctoral dissertation topic.

(3) An article accepted for publication shall be deemed an article for which the editorial board
of the scientific journal or publication has issued an official written confirmation of acceptance
for publication, clearly stating that the final version of the article, incorporating all required
peer-review and editorial revisions, has been accepted and that no further substantive
changes to the text are envisaged. Upon submission of the doctoral dissertation, the doctoral
candidate must enclose appropriate proof of acceptance for publication and include in the
dissertation full bibliographic details and, where available, a permanent identifier (DOI) or a
web link to the published or accepted article.

(4) In addition to the original scientific articles, which must be directly related to the
dissertation topic, the dissertation must include a theoretical and methodological research
framework (at least 50 pages of text, excluding the reference list), in which the doctoral
candidate defines the research problem, hypothesis(es), thesis(es) or research question(s),
demonstrates how the articles address the stated hypothesis(es) or research question(s),
highlights the key findings, and defines the original contribution to science.

(5) A doctoral candidate who wishes to complete the dissertation through original scientific
articles shall submit the dissertation topic and proposal and submit and defend the
dissertation in accordance with the same procedure as other doctoral candidates.

(6) For the purposes of these Rules and all other general acts of SASS, a doctoral dissertation
prepared in accordance with this Article shall be considered a doctoral dissertation of the
same scope and with the same validity as a dissertation prepared in the traditional form of a
monographic scientific work.

(7) A doctoral candidate may at any time submit a written request to the Scientific Research
Commission (KZRD) for a change in the method of preparation of the doctoral dissertation and
thereby revert to the preparation of the doctoral dissertation in the traditional form of a
monographic scientific work.
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(8) In the case of a doctoral dissertation prepared through the publication of at least three
original scientific articles related to the dissertation topic, the provisions of these Rules relating
to the format of a doctoral dissertation prepared in the traditional form of a monographic
scientific work shall not apply.

Il. APPLICATION FOR THE DOCTORAL DISSERTATION TOPIC
Article 9
(1) A candidate wishing to obtain the Doctor of Science degree at SASS shall submit an
application for the doctoral dissertation topic to the Scientific Research Commission (KZRD)
using form OBR-10-Doctoral Dissertation Topic Application, submitted via the Faculty’s

information system or the online learning environment designated by SASS.

(2) The application for the doctoral dissertation topic must include:
- aprovisional title of the dissertation

a short description of the dissertation (two pages)

- aprovisional timeline for the preparation of the doctoral dissertation

- aproposal for a mentor and any co-mentor

- a list of at least three scientific publications in the scientific field of the doctoral
dissertation topic or in the field of methodology from the past ten years, for both the
proposed mentor and any proposed co-mentor

- where applicable, a proposal to write the dissertation in a foreign language (in

accordance with paragraph four of Article 15 of these Rules)

(3) Form OBR-10-Doctoral Dissertation Topic Application may be completed in Slovenian or
English. The dissertation topic (title) must be stated in both Slovenian and English.

(4) Form OBR-10 shall be submitted via the SASS information system or the online learning
environment designated by SASS. If the proposed mentor or co-mentor is not a member of the
Academic Assembly of SASS, the signature of the proposed mentor or co-mentor must also be
obtained prior to submission of the application.

(5) The mentor and any co-mentor who are members of the Academic Assembly of SASS shall
familiarise themselves with the proposed topic and confirm its substantive suitability via the
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SASS information system or the online learning environment designated by SASS. By
confirming the topic, they also undertake to assume the role of mentor or co-mentor.

(6) Upon submission of the doctoral dissertation topic, the KZRD shall verify whether the
application contains all elements set out in Article 9 of these Rules. If the application does not
contain all required elements, the student shall be invited to supplement it. The KZRD shall
review the doctoral dissertation topic and either approve or reject it. Upon approval of the
doctoral dissertation topic, the KZRD shall also decide on the suitability of the mentor and any
co-mentor. If the student does not propose a mentor, the KZRD shall appoint one on the basis
of the mentor’s prior consent.

(7) If the KZRD rejects the topic and/or the proposed mentor or co-mentor, the student may
lodge an appeal with the Senate of SASS. The Senate shall adopt the final decision on the
doctoral dissertation topic and on the mentor and any co-mentor.

(8) If a student wishes to change the dissertation topic, they may do so by resubmitting form
OBR-10-Doctoral Dissertation Topic Application.

Article 10

(1) A higher education teacher holding a Doctor of Science degree and at least the academic
title of Assistant Professor may be appointed as a mentor or co-mentor of a doctoral
dissertation. A candidate for mentor or co-mentor must have supervised at least one
successfully completed master’s thesis.

(2) The mentor must demonstrate appropriate scientific and research references that are
relevant to the field and in accordance with paragraph two of Article 9 of these Rules. In cases
where the mentor is not a member of the Academic Assembly of SASS, a co-mentor who is a
member of the Academic Assembly of SASS shall be appointed for the student.

(38) The mentor must meetthe conditions laid down by the standards and criteria of the National
Agency of the Republic of Slovenia for Quality Assurance in Higher Education (NAKVIS).
Compliance with these conditions shall be assessed by the Scientific Research Commission
(KZRD).

(4) The recommended maximum number of doctoral candidates per mentor is five (5) per
doctoral study programme.



® FUDS

FAKULTETA ZA UPORABNE DRUZBENE STUDIJE

(5) It is recommended that the mentor be the lead investigator or a participant in research
projects or programmes relevant to the field.

(6) The mentor and co-mentor are responsible for:

- guiding the research work of the doctoral student or candidate, from the preparation of
the doctoral dissertation topic and proposal, through the monitoring of the approval
process and any amendments to the topic and proposal, to the submission and final
defence of the doctoral dissertation

- advising the student or doctoral candidate on research planning, the selection of
research methods and techniques, and on compliance with academic standards,
regulations, and agreements related to the student’s or doctoral candidate’s research
work, as well as with ethical research standards

- encouraging the student or doctoral candidate to acquire additional knowledge related
to the doctoral dissertation and to engage in scientific cooperation with domestic and
international colleagues

- encouraging the student or doctoral candidate to complete planned tasks within the
prescribed deadlines

- providing ongoing oral and, where necessary, written feedback to the student or
doctoral candidate on any unsatisfactory progress, drawing attention to necessary
improvements, and setting deadlines for achieving them

- coordinating cooperation between the student or doctoral candidate, the mentor, and
the co-mentor

(7) Mentors and co-mentors are obliged to familiarise themselves in a timely and
comprehensive manner with the content, guidelines, and obligations presented annually by
SASS at a dedicated event for mentors and co-mentors. They must also regularly participate in
Academic Colloquia, the schedule of which is determined and published in advance by SASS.
Participation in the event for mentors and co-mentors and in the colloquia constitutes part of
the mandatory activities related to mentorship and co-mentorship work.
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I1l. SUBMISSION OF THE DOCTORAL DISSERTATION PROPOSAL
Article 11

(1) Following the approval of the dissertation topic, the student shall submit form OBR-717-
Doctoral Disposition (Dissertation Proposal), together with the doctoral dissertation proposal
(hereinafter: the proposal). The proposal, signed by the student, shall be submitted via the
SASS information system or the online learning environment designated by SASS.

(2) The proposal mustinclude:

- the title (if the proposal is written in a foreign language, a Slovenian translation of the
title must also be provided in parentheses)

- research question(s), thesis(es), or hypothesis(es) grounded in relevant literature

- adescription of the research methods

- anexplanation of the original contribution of the dissertation to the development of the
relevant scientific field

- ajustification of the alignment of the planned doctoral dissertation with the focus of the
discipline of the doctoral study programme

- abrief structure of the dissertation (in the form of a table of contents)

- the specification of 3-5 milestones (in chronological order) to facilitate monitoring of
progress in the preparation of the doctoral dissertation

- alist of core literature and sources on which the dissertation will be based (at least 30
references)

(8) The complete proposal shall comprise 15-20 pages, excluding the list of references (line
spacing 1.5, font size 12, Times New Roman).

(4) A student enrolled in the first year of doctoral studies must publicly present their proposal
as part of the course Dissertation Seminar. Until this obligation has been fulfilled, the student
may not submit the doctoral dissertation proposal.

(5) The mentor and any co-mentor shall confirm the substantive suitability of the doctoral

dissertation proposal via the SASS information system or the online learning environment
designated by SASS.
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IV. PROCEDURE FOR THE APPROVAL OF THE DOCTORAL DISSERTATION PROPOSAL
Article 12

(1) Within 30 days of the submission of the doctoral dissertation proposal, the Scientific
Research Commission (KZRD) shall verify whether it contains all elements set out in Article 11
of these Rules. If the proposal does not contain all required elements, the student shall be
invited to supplementit; otherwise, the proposal shall be forwarded to the Senate together with
the KZRD’s proposal for the appointment of a committee for the assessment of the suitability
of the doctoral dissertation proposal.

(2) At the request of the KZRD, the student may revise the proposal no more than twice. If the
proposed dissertation proposal is rejected twice, the student must change the dissertation
topic or update the topic originally proposed.

(3) Upon submission of the proposal, the KZRD shall propose a committee for the assessment
of the suitability of the doctoral dissertation proposal. The KZRD’s proposal shall be submitted
to the Senate.

(4) Within the doctoral study programmes of the Faculty, a student may submit a doctoral
dissertation proposal no more than twice. Following the rejection of the first proposal, the
student may either submit a new topic or submit an updated version of the topic originally
proposed.

Article 13

(1) The committee for the assessment of the doctoral dissertation proposal shall consist of the
mentor, any co-mentor, and two additional members, one of whom shall be appointed as the
chair of the committee. All members of the committee must be higher education teachers or
researchers from the field of methodology or from the scientific field in which the student seeks
to obtain the Doctor of Science degree. As a rule, the chair of the committee shall be a member
of the Academic Assembly of the Faculty.

(2) The mentor and any co-mentor shall confirm the substantive suitability of the doctoral
dissertation proposal via the information system. The remaining two members of the
committee for the assessment of the doctoral dissertation proposal shall prepare separate
written reports within a maximum of 30 days from their appointment. The assessments, signed
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by the committee members, shall be submitted in electronic form (PDF format) to the email
address komisije@fuds.si.

Article 14

(1) In the written report, a member of the committee for the assessment of the proposal shall
assess:

- whether the content of the proposal is consistent with the approved topic and whether
the dissertation can reasonably be expected to make an independent and original
contribution to the relevant scientific field

- whether the key theses and questions that the student intends to examine in the
dissertation are sufficiently clearly defined in the proposal

- whether an appropriate method for the preparation of the dissertation is envisaged

- whetherthe stated title and field of the dissertation correspond to the proposed content

- whether the planned doctoral dissertation is aligned with the focus of the discipline of
the doctoral study programme

- whether the core literature in the field that the student intends to research in the
dissertation is adequately specified

(2) The written report prepared using form OBR-12-Assessment of the Appropriateness of the
Disposition (Doctoral dissertation proposal), shall be written in Slovenian or English, or in the
language in which the Senate has previously authorised the student to write the doctoral
dissertation. The report must include

- the title of the proposed doctoral dissertation

- anassessment of the content structured in accordance with the preceding paragraph

- any substantive, methodological, and/or technical recommendations

- asummary with a final assessment

- the date and the signature of the committee member

Article 15

(1) The reports of the members of the committee for the assessment of the doctoral
dissertation proposal shall be considered by the Senate.

(2) If the Senate adopts a positive or conditionally positive assessment of the proposed
dissertation proposal, it shall notify the doctoral candidate, the mentor, and any co-mentor
thereof by means of a decision. This enables the doctoral candidate to continue doctoral
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studies. Inthe case of a conditionally positive assessment, the Senate shallinform the student,
the mentor, and any co-mentor of the comments and recommendations of the member(s) of
the committee for the assessment of the suitability of the proposal. The student must, within
the deadline determined by the Senate, submit amendments and revisions or prepare an
appropriately revised proposal together with a response report (OBR-19-Response Report),
listing the amendments and changes made. The student may consult the committee
member(s) regarding the required revisions and prepare the appropriate amendments. A
conditionally positively assessed proposal may be revised only once. Within a maximum of 30
days from the submission of the revised proposal, the member(s) of the committee for the
assessment of the doctoral dissertation proposal shall prepare a written assessment of the
revisions, which shall constitute an annex to the original report. If the student fails to revise the
proposal in accordance with the comments and recommendations of the committee
member(s), the student may not submit the completed doctoral dissertation. In justified cases,
the student may, before the expiry of the deadline, submit a request for an extension of the
deadline for the submission of the revised conditionally approved dissertation proposal via the
Web office under the tab Applications and Requests — Submit a request. The request shall be
decided by the Scientific Research Commission (KZRD), which may extend the deadline for the
submission of the revised conditionally approved dissertation proposal by a maximum of six
(6) months. If the student fails to submit the appropriately revised dissertation proposal
together with the response report even within the extended deadline, it shall be deemed that
the proposal has not been adequately revised, and continuation of the doctoral studies on that
topic shall no longer be permitted.

(3) If the Senate adopts a negative assessment of the proposed dissertation proposal, it shall
issue a decision and inform the student, the mentor, and any co-mentor of the comments and
recommendations of the committee member(s) for the assessment of the suitability of the
proposal. The student must, within the deadline determined by the Senate, submit
amendments and revisions or prepare an appropriately revised proposal together with a
response report (OBR-19-Response Report), listing the amendments and changes made. The
student may consult the committee member(s) regarding the required revisions and prepare
the appropriate amendments. A negatively assessed proposal may be revised only once.
Within a maximum of 30 days from the submission of the revised proposal, the member(s) of
the committee for the assessment of the doctoral dissertation proposal shall prepare a written
assessment of the revisions, which shall constitute an annex to the original report. This
assessment shall again be considered by the Senate. If at least one assessment of the
proposal remains negative, the Senate shall, by decision, reaffirm the negative assessment
and thereby reject the proposed dissertation proposal.
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(4) The Faculty Senate may allow a student to write the doctoral dissertation in a foreign
language if the student is a foreign national, or if the mentor, co-mentor, or a member of the
committee for the assessment of the suitability of the doctoral dissertation topic is a foreign
higher education teacher, or in another justified case. The Senate may permit doctoral
dissertations to be written in English, Croatian, Serbian (Latin script), Bosnian, or Montenegrin
(Latin script).

Article 16

(1) Astudent or doctoral candidate may request a change of mentor or co-mentor. The request,
stating substantiated and justified reasons, shall be submitted to the Scientific Research
Commission (KZRD) by resubmitting form OBR-10-Doctoral Dissertation Topic Application via
the SASS information system or the online learning environment designated by SASS. The KZRD
may appoint a new mentor or co-mentor. If the student or doctoral candidate does not agree
with the newly appointed mentor or co-mentor, they may lodge an appeal with the Senate of
SASS. The Senate shall adopt the final decision regarding the new mentor or co-mentor.

(2) Amentor or any co-mentor may withdraw from mentorshipi.e. supervision. The justification
shall be submitted to the Scientific Research Commission (KZRD), which shall appoint a new
mentor or co-mentor. If the student or doctoral candidate does not agree with the newly
appointed mentor or co-mentor, they may lodge an appeal with the Senate of SASS. The Senate
shall adopt the final decision regarding the new mentor or co-mentor.

V. SUBMISSION, ASSESSMENT AND DEFENCE OF THE DOCTORAL DISSERTATION
Article 17

(1) A candidate for the award of the Doctor of Science degree must submit the completed
doctoral dissertation by the end of the third year of study, and no later than within five (5) years
from the date on which the dissertation proposal was approved by the Senate.

(2) A doctoral candidate who fails to submit the doctoral dissertation within this period may
apply once for an extension of the dissertation topic. The application shall be submitted via the
Web office under the tab Applications and Requests — Submit a request. The application shall
be decided upon by the Scientific Research Commission (KZRD), which may grant an extension
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provided that less than five (5) years have elapsed since the approval of the dissertation
proposal by the Senate.

(3) If the doctoral candidate fails to submit the doctoral dissertation within the period referred
to in paragraph one of this Article or fails to apply for an extension before the expiry of the
deadline, and in any event after the expiry of five (5) years from the approval of the proposal,
the candidate must repeat the procedure for the application of the dissertation topic and the
submission of the dissertation proposal.

Article 18

(1) The mentor and any co-mentor are obliged to ensure regular contact with the student or
doctoral candidate and to ensure the appropriate scientific quality of the dissertation.

(2) The doctoral candidate must submit a draft doctoral dissertation previously approved by
the mentor and any co-mentor and present it within the course Dissertation Seminar. The draft
doctoral dissertation shall be submitted by the doctoral candidate in electronic form to the
email address komisije@fuds.si. Members of the committee for the assessment of the
doctoral dissertation, appointed by the Scientific Research Commission (KZRD), shall be
present at the presentation of the draft doctoral dissertation held within the course
Dissertation Seminar, as well as a member of the KZRD who chairs the presentation and
ensures its organisational and procedural conduct. As a rule, the members of the committee
shall be the same as those referred to in Article 13 of these Rules. At the presentation, the
members of the committee shall complete a joint form OBR-217, in which they may also provide
separate opinions and comments on the draft doctoral dissertation, including requirements
for amendments (OBR-18-Comments and Recommendations of a Member of the Committee
forthe Assessment ofthe Doctoral Dissertation). The doctoral candidate shall present the draft
doctoral dissertation for up to 30 minutes and may use appropriate audiovisual aids.

(3) The presentation of the draft doctoral dissertation shall be assessed with a descriptive
grade of “successfully completed” or “not successfully completed”.

(4) If the committee decides at the presentation that the doctoral candidate has successfully
completed the presentation of the draft doctoral dissertation, and once the doctoral candidate
has also successfully completed the other obligations within the course Dissertation Seminar,
the course holder shall enter the grade in the student’s electronic record.
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(5) If the committee decides at the presentation of the draft doctoral dissertation that the
doctoral candidate has not successfully completed the presentation, the doctoral candidate
must repeat the presentation of the draft doctoral dissertation, taking into account the
committee’s comments. The doctoral candidate may repeat the presentation of the draft
doctoral dissertation only once. If the second presentation is also assessed as not
successfully completed, the doctoral candidate may no longer continue with the current
dissertation topic.

Article 19

(1) As a rule, the doctoral dissertation shall be written in Slovenian; with the consent of the
Senate, it may also be written in a foreign language in accordance with paragraph four of Article
15 of these Rules. If the dissertation is not written in Slovenian, it must include, as an integral
part, an introduction, a conclusion, and an extensive summary in Slovenian amounting to ten
(10) per cent of the total text.

(2) The dissertation shall consist of a table of contents, an abstract, an introduction, the main
body of the text, a conclusion, a list of cited literature, a subject and name index, and, where
applicable, the summary referred to in paragraph one of this Article. The dissertation must not
be shorter than two hundred and fifty thousand (250,000) characters (excluding spaces) and
not longer than six hundred and fifty thousand (650,000) characters (excluding spaces). The
permitted length includes the main body of the dissertation text from the introduction to the
conclusion, excluding the title page, abstract, table of contents, appendices, and list of
references.

(3) The dissertation must be written and formatted in accordance with the applicable
Guidelines for Writing Professional and Scientific Works at SASS. The doctoral candidate is
responsible for the linguistic correctness of the dissertation. The committee for the
assessment of the dissertation may reject the dissertation if it is not prepared in accordance
with these Rules or the Guidelines for Writing Professional and Scientific Works at SASS.

(4) Research data generated and collected for the purposes of the doctoral dissertation must
be published or otherwise made accessible in a manner that ensures transparency,
accessibility, interoperability, and the possibility of re-evaluation and reuse. The doctoral
candidate shall deposit anonymised research data in a data repository, data centre, or
research data archive, thereby fulfilling the principles of verifiability, transparency, and open
science. Priority shall be given to depositing research data in relevant national or international
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domain-specific data centres intended for particular types of data. The doctoral dissertation
and form OBR-14 must specify where the data are accessible and how they can be accessed.
Exceptions to data sharing are justified in cases involving personal or sensitive data or where
protection of intellectual property or non-disclosure of endangered areas, groups, or species
is required. Where justified exceptions to data sharing are applied, the doctoral candidate
shall, in agreement with the data centre, ensure appropriate data protection measures and
access restrictions.

Article 20

(1) The doctoral candidate shall submit the dissertation in electronic format allowing for the
incorporation of corrections via the SASS information system or the online learning
environment designated by SASS. In addition to the dissertation, the candidate must also
submit form OBR-14-Review and Submission of the Doctoral Dissertation. The substantive
suitability of the submitted dissertation shall be confirmed by the mentor and any co-mentor
via the SASS information system or the online learning environment designated by SASS.

(2) From the date of submission of the dissertation, a period of twenty (20) working days shall
commence, withinwhich atechnical review must be carried out by the competent professional
staff member of SASS, who shall confirm the technical compliance of the dissertation via the
SASS information system or the online learning environment designated by SASS. If the
dissertationis found to be technically non-compliant, the student shall receive instructions for
corrections by email and must resubmit the corrected dissertation.

(3) If arepeated review of the final work is required, the student shall resubmit the document
via the SASS information system or the online learning environment designated by SASS. From
the date of submission of the corrected version, a new period of twenty (20) working days shall
commence, within which the repeated technical review must be carried out. The repeated
technical review procedure may be conducted multiple times if necessary, with the twenty (20)
working-day period recommencing upon each submission of a corrected version of the final
work, until the work is technically compliant.

(4) Following the successful completion of the technical review, the Student Affairs Office shall
forward the doctoral dissertation to the Senate, which shall, at its first session, appoint by
decision a committee for the assessment of the dissertation with the same composition as at
the dissertation presentation, as referred to in paragraph two of Article 18 of these Rules,
exceptin justified cases.
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(5) Members of the committee for the assessment of the dissertation must, within a maximum
of 30 days from their appointment, review the dissertation and submit separate written reports
(OBR-13-Assessment of the Doctoral Dissertation) in electronic form (PDF format) to the email
address komisije@fuds.si.

(6) On the basis of the submitted reports, the Senate shall determine whether the opinions of
the members of the committee for the assessment of the doctoral dissertation are positive or
negative.

(7) On the basis of the submitted reports, the Senate shall, by decision, approve the doctoral
dissertation, rejectit, or return it to the doctoral candidate for revision or supplementation and
set an appropriate deadline for this purpose. The Senate may return the doctoral dissertation
to the doctoral candidate for revision no more than twice. If the doctoral candidate fails to
revise the dissertation appropriately within the prescribed deadline and does not take into
account the comments and instructions of the members of the committee for the assessment
of the doctoral dissertation, the dissertation shall be rejected. A rejected dissertation may not
be resubmitted; however, the doctoral candidate may submit a new application for a
dissertation topic in accordance with Article 9 of these Rules.

(8) If at least one member of the committee issues a negative assessment, the Senate shall
return the doctoral dissertation to the doctoral candidate for revision and set a deadline for
completing the revisions. The doctoral candidate may consult the committee member who
issued the negative assessment regarding the required revisions and prepare appropriate
amendments. After completing the revisions, the doctoral candidate shall resubmit the
doctoral dissertation via the SASS information system or the SASS online learning environment
and attach a response report with a clear explanation of the revisions made (OBR-19-
Response Report). Once technical compliance is confirmed in accordance with paragraph two
of this Article and the plagiarism check has been carried out, the dissertation shall again be
forwarded to the committee for assessment. The revised and supplemented dissertation shall
be re-examined by the committee, which shall submit amended reports.

(9) If the Senate determines that at least one member of the committee maintains a negative
assessment of the doctoral dissertation even after the revisions referred to in the preceding
paragraph, it may, prior to the final rejection of the dissertation, appoint an additional member
to the committee for the assessment of the doctoral dissertation. The additional committee
member must, within a maximum of 30 days from their appointment, review the dissertation
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and submit a written assessment of the dissertation in electronic form (PDF format) to the
email address komisije@fuds.si. Upon receipt of the additional written assessment, the
Senate shall make a final determination as to whether the opinions of the members of the
committee for the assessment of the doctoral dissertation are positive or negative.

Article 21

(1) The report on the assessment of the doctoral dissertation, prepared using form OBR-13-
Assessment of the Doctoral Dissertation, must include:

- atitle in the form “Assessment of the Doctoral Dissertation (name and surname of the
doctoral candidate) entitled (title)”

- an analysis of the structure of the dissertation and the methods used, an assessment
of the originality of the dissertation thesis, the validity of its substantiation, and the
consistency of the thesis with the doctoral dissertation proposal

- anassessment of the stylistic and linguistic quality of the dissertation

- a final assessment and a statement as to whether the defence of the dissertation is
possible

(2) Each member of the committee must prepare a separate report. As a rule, the report shall
be written in Slovenian, exceptin cases where the language of communication of the doctoral
candidate is not Slovenian.

Article 22

(1) If the Senate adopts positive reports on the assessment of the doctoral dissertation, it shall,
on this basis, adopt a positive assessment of the doctoral dissertation and, by decision,
appoint a defence committee, which shall, as a rule, consist of the members of the committee
for the assessment of the dissertation.

(2) The Student Affairs Office of SASS, in agreement with the doctoral candidate and the

defence committee, shall determine the date and place of the dissertation defence. Both shall
be publicly announced by the Faculty.
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Article 23

(1) As arule, the defence of the doctoral dissertation shall be conducted in Slovenian, except
in cases where the doctoral candidate has been permitted to write the doctoral dissertation in
a foreign language in accordance with paragraph four of Article 15 of these Rules.

(2) The defence shall commence with the presentation of the doctoral candidate’s curriculum
vitae, the title and field of the dissertation, and the course of the dissertation approval
procedure to date. During this part, the doctoral candidate and the chair of the committee, who
presides over the defence, shall stand. The doctoral candidate has the right to present the
doctoral dissertation within thirty (30) minutes and may use appropriate audiovisual aids.
The members of the committee shall present their reports on the dissertation, after which the
committee members may pose questions, followed, with the approval of the chair, by other
persons present at the defence. The questions should be formulated in such a way that the
doctoral candidate can answer them within a maximum of one and a half hours.

(3) After the presentation of the dissertation and the receipt of questions from the committee,
the doctoral candidate shall, as a rule, be entitled to a break of forty-five (45) minutes to
prepare responses. During the break, the doctoral candidate shall prepare the responses
independently, without assistance from other persons or artificial intelligence tools.

(4) Following the defence and the direct discussion with the doctoral candidate, the defence
committee shall meet separately and, by a majority vote, adopt a decision on whether the
doctoral candidate has successfully defended the doctoral dissertation. In the event of a tied
vote, the vote of the chair shall be decisive. The committee shall issue the decision in writing,
stating the name of the doctoral candidate, the title of the dissertation, its decision and a brief
explanation of the decision (up to thirty (30) lines), the date and time of the defence, and the
signatures of the committee members with an indication of their roles. The chair of the
committee shall then read the decision aloud to the doctoral candidate and those present at
the defence. All persons present shall stand.

(5) The chair of the committee shall prepare minutes of the dissertation defence using form

OBR-15-Defence of the Doctoral Dissertation, which shall include the questions posed to the
doctoral candidate and the decision on the success of the defence.
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(6) Upon the successful completion of the defence, the doctoral graduate shall receive the
grade “pass” for the course Finalization and Defence of Doctoral Dissertation, in accordance
with paragraph four of Article 6 of these Rules.

Article 24

(1) A defence of the doctoral dissertation that has been assessed as unsuccessful by the
committee may not be repeated, and no appeal is possible. The student may initiate an
administrative dispute against the final decision of the committee.

(2) In the event of an unsuccessful defence, the doctoral candidate may submit a new
application for a dissertation topic in accordance with Article 9 of these Rules.

Article 25

(1) On the date of completion of studies, the student or doctoral graduate shall be denied
access to SASS online classrooms and other e-services (access to the VIS information system,
the Moodle online learning environment, etc.).

Article 26

(1) In the event of full or partial publication of the doctoral dissertation, the author must clearly
state that the work is based on a doctoral dissertation defended at the School of Advanced
Social Studies (SASS), indicating the year of the defence. If part or all of the text is published
prior to the defence of the doctoral dissertation, the author must clearly state that the
contribution is based on research work or a draft doctoral dissertation of a postgraduate
student of the School of Advanced Social Studies (SASS).

(2) If there are justified reasons for restricting public access to the dissertation, the student
must indicate this accordingly in form OBR-174, section C, and submit a written request for
restricted access to the dissertation, accompanied by appropriate supporting documentation.
Justified reasons for restricting public access include: patent protection, protection of
business secrets, protection of results for the purpose of exercising intellectual property rights,
ensuring the safety of people and nature, and the protection of classified data.
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Article 27
(1) Within fourteen (14) days of a successful defence, the doctoral graduate shall submit three
bound copies of the dissertation (one copy for the SASS Library and two copies for the National
and University Library of Slovenia — NUK), identical to the version previously submitted via the
Faculty’s information system or the online learning environment designated by the Faculty, to
the Student Affairs Office, which shall forward the dissertation to the Faculty Library.

VI. REVOCATION OF THE DOCTOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE

Article 28
(1) The Doctor of Science degree may be revoked if it is established that the doctoral
dissertation is not the result of the doctoral graduate’s own creative work and personal
achievements. The revocation procedure may be initiated by any person and shall be
conducted by the Senate in accordance with the Statute of SASS and otherinternal regulations.

Vil. WITHDRAWAL FROM DOCTORAL STUDIES

Article 29
(1) A student or doctoral candidate may withdraw from doctoral studies. If the cooperation to
date has already resulted in scientifically relevant achievements, the further handling of such
achievements shall be agreed independently between the mentor, any co-mentor, and the
(former) student or doctoral candidate.

VIII. TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 30

(1) These Rules shall enter into force on the day following their adoption by the Faculty Senate
and shall be published on the SASS website and in the Moodle learning environment.

-23-



® FUDS

FAKULTETA ZA UPORABNE DRUZBENE STUDIJE

(2) The provisions of these Rules shall apply to all doctoral students or candidates from the
date of their entry into force onwards and to all subsequent phases of doctoral studies. These
Rules shall not affect the rights and obligations that arose under the previously applicable
rules.

(3) On the date of entry into force of these Rules, the Rules on Doctoral Studies (UPB2) of 29
November 2024 shall cease to apply.

Assoc. Prof. Petra Kleindienst, PhD
Dean of SASS
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