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Slovenian National Committee of the 

UNESCO Management of Social Transformations Program (MOST),  

and 

School of Advanced Social Studies, Nova Gorica, Slovenia 

in cooperation with  

Slovenian Social Science Association and ISA Junior Sociologists Network  

cordially invite you to submit paper proposals for the  

 

14th Slovenian Social Science Conference 

Back to history?  

Coping with re-emerging social challenges for humanity  

June 17-18, 2022 

 

 

Keynote speakers: Prof. dr. Igor Jelen; Department of Economic and Political Geography, 

University of Trieste, IT 
Prof. dr. Igor Jelen is a professor in economic and political geography at University Trieste, Italy. 

Since the 1990’s he spent much time in Central Asia, where he carried out fieldwork, 

investigating transition processes of those post-Soviet systems, with special concern economic 

geography, infrastructure planning, territorial organization, “new Silk Road” and similar 

transport trans-continental routes projects. 
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Scope of the Conferences: 

 

The well-known Fukuyama’s thesis on the end-of-history has already been quite clearly refuted 

during the recent decades. The recent developments have disproven it even further: not only by 

the on-going major social and environmental challenges, which the human society needs to face, 

but even by the re-appearance of the political moves mostly assumed to belong to the past. Some 

major global trends that might seemed self-evident two or three decades ago, such as the spread 

of democracy, spread of (neo-liberal) market economy and all the aspects of globalisation have 

been seriously questioned or even clearly reversed. “The third wave” of democratisation has 

ended and the number of autocracies is rising again – together with their tendency to apply 

terror and violence, both against their own citizens and even beyond their national borders. 

Liberal democracies, on the other hand, have been facing the crises of their own, characterised 

by the rise of political cynicism, populism, radicalisation and excessive political polarisation. 

The trends of globalisation have been challenged first by the financial crisis two decades ago, 

by the covid-19 pandemic – leading to the tendencies towards greater self-sufficiency – and most 

recently by the Russian invasion against Ukraine – creating the major division in the world. The 

similarities with history may be noted: not only with the Cold War, but even with the beginning 

of the Second World War and some other dark historical periods.  

This does not mean, however, that the history is repeating itself and the knowledge from history 

may simply be re-applied today. But as Mark Twain once famously stated, it does often rhyme 

– meaning that similar patterns reoccur and re-emerge over times. Nowadays, we are living in 

a different world, shaped by the digital technologies, enabling both greater empowerment as 

well as greater control and oppression; free search for truth and exchange of ideas as well as 

free circulation of fake news and disinformation. One should question what can we indeed learn 

from the previous experiences that humanity all over the globe went through, in order to 

recognise the advantages and limitations in coping with reoccurring historical trends. Despite 

the current challenges to globalisation, the humanity is still more connected and interdependent 

than ever before. In addition, turning the social and political attention to more recent crises such 

as covid-19 and the Russian aggression have not made the other problems, such as the issues of 

social and environmental sustainability disappear – but only made them even worse. The 

situation thus challenges the social scientists and experts dealing with social transformations to 

search for new answers.  

Within the Conference we will deal with these challenges observing them in the interplay 

among structure, culture and individuals opening a variety of burning issues to be explored. 

Based on this, our conference shall primarily but not exclusively focus on: 

a) The challenges for democracy: How resilient are the democracies when confronted with 

internal and external threats? How can then deal with increasing polarisation, 

radicalisation and autocratic tendencies? Can the global trend of autocratisation be 



3 

 

reversed? How to balance the local, the national and the transnational/global aspects of 

governance? What is the role of the citizens, their associations and their active social and 

political participation?  

b) The challenges for media, information search and corresponding social participation: 

What role can be played by the different media? How to confront fake news and 

conspiracy theories? Can people break their own filter bubbles and echo chambers and 

develop genuine critical (self)reflexivity? 

c) The challenges for sustainability: Have the recent crises overshadowed the concerns 

about sustainable development? Did they made the problems even worse and how can 

this problem be overcome? How is the environmental crisis related to other crises? What 

are the relations between governance, social and environmental sustainability? What 

roles can be played by the individuals, their networks, local communities, the non-

governmental organisations and the intermediate role of the civil society? How the 

responsibility for sustainable development is distributed and where one can expect more 

of it? 

d) The challenges for peace and solidarity: Is the order established after the end of the 

Cold War or even after the end of the Second World War under a major challenge? Is 

classical military conquest – that seemed to be mainly extinct at least from Europe - re-

appearing as a “new-normal”? Is transnational solidarity against such actions strong 

enough? Which factors support transnational solidarity and which ones obstruct it? 

How can such solidarity contribute towards peace, towards solving the crucial social 

and environmental problems of the humanity? What role is played by the digital 

technologies in these processes? 

 

Contributions addressing these and similar aspects of social transformations are welcome. You may 

address both Eastern and Western societies, global North or global South, deal with broad comparative 

perspective, individual case studies, and apply a broad variety of theories and research methods.   

Abstract, language, and submission: 

The organizers invite theoretically or empirically grounded papers on the above topics. Special 

consideration will be given to empirically grounded papers, either comparative or country-

based. The language of the abstracts, the papers and the conference will be English. Abstracts 

should be no more than 400 words long. They should be accompanied by the name(s) of the 

author(s), his/her/their affiliation(s) and e-mail(s).  

 

The processes of abstract submission and acceptance will be managed using the online 

platform. Please make sure you initially create an account for yourself on the conference 

platform and choose the status of Author in the process: http://conference.fuds.si/ 

 

Publication of the papers: Full papers based on the conference presentations submitted until 

July 18, 2022 (i.e. no more than one month after the conference) of acceptable quality will be 

published in an edited book or in an edited volume of an international scientific journal Research 

in Social Change – RSC (based on the topic and the author’s preferences). RSC is an international, 

peer-reviewed journal published by Sciendo that welcomes contributions for the 2022 volume. 

http://conference.fuds.si/
http://conference.fuds.si/
http://conference.fuds.si/
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Interested conference participants can submit the prepared articles even before the conference 

following the instructions on the official RSC website. The accepted, peer-reviewed, papers will 

be published free of charge. 

Organising institutions: 

- Slovenian National Committee of the UNESCO Management of Social Transformations 

Programme (MOST) 

- School of Advanced Social Studies / Fakulteta za uporabne družbene študije v Novi 

Gorici 

- International Sociological Association: Junior Sociologists Network 

- Slovenian Social Science Association 

 

Important Deadlines: 

Deadline for submitting paper proposals (max. 400 words) – April 29, 2022 

Notification of paper acceptance – May 16, 2022 

Deadline for registration – May 30, 2021 

 

Conference Fees: 

As the Conference shall take place on-line, no fees are required! 

 

Conference venue:  

ON-LINE EVENT 

 

Prof. Dr. Borut Rončević      Prof. Dr. Matej Makarovič 

Dean of SASS        President of the MOST 

         National Committee at 

UNESCO 

https://sciendo.com/journal/RSC

